REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

OF  THE 

WHITCHURCH  RURAL 

DISTRICT. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1904. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  this  District  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1904. 


The  District  consists  of  the  Divisions  Whitchurch,  Ganarew,  Welsh  Bicknor,  Welsh  Newton, 
Llanrothal,  Garway,  and  contains  an  area  of  10,307  acres,  with  a  population  as  corrected  from  the  last 
census  of  1,443. 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  numbered  35 — viz.,  14  male  and  21  female.  This  is  a 
decrease  of  8  from  the  number  of  last  year.  The  birth-rate  is  24  per  thousand 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  28,  which  is  an  increase  of  8  over 
last  year ;  of  these  deaths  2  were  under  1  year,  3  were  over  80  the  oldest  being  86,  and  6  cases  were  over  70. 
One  case  was  certified  by  the  Coroner.  The  general  death-rate  is  19  per  thousand. 

Zymotic  Disease  :  An  extensive  epidemic  of  scarlatina  occurred  in  the  Whitchurch  Division, 
25  cases  were  notified,  the  type  was  of  a  very  mild  nature,  complications  were  the  exception ;  no  mortality 
can  be  ascribed  to  the  epidemic.  The  Schools  were  closed  entirely  at  the  outset,  but  on  reopening  a  fresh 
outbreak  occurred,  it  was  then  decided  to  close  the  Schools  to  infected  families  only,  and  any  child  away 
from  School  for  any  time  was  directed  to  produce  a  medical  certificate  before  returning,  or  any  one  unable 
to  do  this  could  be  examined  by  me,  and  certified  as  free  or  not  from  infection.  The  cases  were  often  so 
very  slight  that  medical  attendance  was  not  procured.  I  visited  the  houses  where  there  was  a  reasonable 
suspicion  of  infectious  cases.  Disinfection  and  Isolation  were  as  far  as  possible  carried  out. 

Work  Carried  Out  During  the  Year. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Inspector,  the  various  parts  of  the  District  were  visited  from  time  to 
time.  In  Whitchurch  the  epidemic  of  scarlatina  called  for  considerable  attention,  disinfectants  were 
supplied  and  instructions  given  as  to  care  and  isolation.  Sanitary  defects  in  a  damp  and  unhealthy  house; 
defective  earth  closet ;  house  drains  discharging  into  road  ;  foul  and  offensive  privy  ;  cases  of  offensive  pig 
styes  and  dirty  and  unwholesome  dwellings  were  dealt  with  and  remedied. 

In  Ganarew,  cases  of  foul  and  offensive  privy  and  damp  and  unhealthy  house,  were  dealt  with 

and  remedied. 

In  Garway,  cases  of  collections  of  offensive  house  refuse  ;  foul  and  offensive  privies ;  drains 
from  houses  discharging  into  road ;  were  dealt  with  and  remedied. 

In  Welsh  Newton,  cases  of  foul  and  offensive  privies  were  dealt  with. 

The  Sanitary  state  of  the  District  is  satisfactory.  The  house  accommodation  is  adequate  and 
spaces  around  the  houses  are  sufficient  and  kept  fairly  clean.  Sewerage  and  drainage  is  not  on  any  combined 
system,  but  by  means  of  cess-pits,  privies  and  middens,  and  the  house  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  these  means. 
This  has  acted  well  during  the  year. 

The  Water  Supply  is  by  means  of  wells,  springs  and  storage  tanks.  This  is  by  no  means 
ample,  and  the  scarcity  in  dry  seasons  becomes  serious.  The  streams  have  remained  free  from  pollution. 

Recommendations  : — ' The  cleaning  out  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Whitchurch  brook,  to  obviate 
the  collection  of  flood  water  in  the  fields  below  Daffynunt.  Where  possible  the  increase  in  storing  of 
water  for  the  various  parts  of  the  Doward  Hills  in  Whitchurch. 

Appended  are  tables  of  Births,  Deaths.  &c. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently. 

LLOYD  G.  SMITH, 

M.D.,  M.O.H. 


February  10th,  1905. 
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Note. — The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  7  of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having 
actually  occurred  within  the  district  or  division.  The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  1 2  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected 
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By  the  term  “  Non-residents  ”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in 
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The  “Public  institutions”  to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are  those  into  which  persons  are  habitually 
received  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  such  as  hospitals,  workhouses  and  lunatic  asylums.  A.  list  of  the  Institutions  in  respect 
of  the  deaths  in  which  corrections  have  been  made  should  be  given  on  the  back  of  this  Table. 
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’WHITCHURCH  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 
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WHITCHURCH  RURAL  DISTRICT, 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1904. 
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